Hepatitis-associated aplastic anemia presenting as a familial bone marrow failure syndrome.
Hepatitis-associated aplastic anemia is a well-described entity after idiopathic fulminant hepatic failure. The hematologic disease ranges from mild-to-severe aplastic anemia and the cause of the disease is unknown. We describe 2 siblings with bone marrow failure. The older child presented with idiopathic fulminant hepatic failure and an early onset of rapidly progressive severe aplastic anemia that developed into myelodysplastic syndrome postliver transplantation. In the process of family screening to locate a donor for hematopoietic stem cell transplantation, the younger sibling was found to have hypocellular bone marrow and later developed acute lymphoblastic leukemia. These familial cases raise the possibility of an inherited bone marrow failure syndrome and suggest that severe hepatitis-associated aplastic anemia may not be always an acquired condition.